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Heritage project
A new generation will be able to share the
heritage of football in Nuneaton thanks to a
local history project supported by a grant of
£45,000 from the Heritage Lottery Fund.

The project, which has a working title of ‘From Town to
Town’ is a partnership between Nuneaton Town
Supporters Co‐operative (NTSC) and local agencies
including Nuneaton Museum and Art Gallery, Nuneaton
Heritage Centre, St Thomas More Secondary School,
North Warwickshire and Hinckley College, Nuneaton
Town FC, the Alzheimer’s Society and the University of
the 3rd Age.

Residents, supporters and
former players with
memories to share going
back some 60 years, will
have a chance to get
involved. Nuneaton Town
FC, will be celebrating
their 125th anniversary
since formation in 1889.

The main purpose of the
project will be to collect the memories and
experiences of older generations of Nuneaton townsfolk in
relation to their support of the football club and present them in
a social history format to the area’s youngsters. The project will
touch on their experiences of work, social life and day to day life
with the football club as a backdrop.

The intergenerational project will record stories that will look
at the changes over time in training, diet and kit as well as the
highs and lows of supporters and the impact on the local area.
There will be a range of training opportunities to all generations
and interviews will be filmed, made available on YouTube and
the stories will be transcribed and archived for future
generations.

The legacy of the project will be permanent and will include a
comprehensive website, a mobile exhibition, handling boxes,
picture packs and DVDs. Working with its partners The Co‐
operative will protect, catalogue, scan and store digitally a
substantial amount of non‐digital material going back over
many years, which will then be available to schools and
reminiscence groups. Volunteers from the Supporters’ Co‐
operative will be trained to take these materials out into the
community.

Further details will be released in due course as to how
supporters and townsfolk can get involved in the project.

Help raise the cash!
Registration has now been completed to enable supporters to raise
funds for the Co‐operative.

You simply go online and shop at well over 2,000 retailers like
Amazon, Argos, M&S, eBay etc, via the easyfundraising site.

For every sale the Co‐operative receives a donation.
It’s very simple,

just visit
http://www.easyfundrais-

ing.ork.uk/causes/ntscoop/ to register.

Co-op minutes
The minutes from our meetings are now
available on the website Minutes will be
posted online as soon as they are signed off
by the Board, so keep an eye out for the lat‐
est, up to date information at
http://nuneatontownsupporterscoop.com/

Last Man Standing
Jim Astley will again be running a Last Man
Standing competition during the coming sea-
son.
The premise is very simple; you pick a football

team from the Premier League or Conference
Premier.
If the team loses or draws, you are out. If the

team wins, you are through to the next week,
where you must pick a different team.
The last person remaining in the competition

wins the prize money. 
It costs £5 to enter and the money is split

equally between the Co-Operative and the Last
Man Standing winners.
If you are interested in joining, please contact

Jim at
jim.astley@btconnect.com or
07875 412037.
The Co-operative owe a vote

of thanks to Mark Axon for
running a very successful
World Cup Prediction compe-
tition during the summer.
50 entries raised £500, £125

of it for the Co-operative
funds.

Corporate
sponsorships

A brochure has been printed and
a sub-committee has been set up by
the Co-operative to actively canvass
local companies as corporate
sponsors.

By accepting a sponsorship a
company would benefit from:

• Details on our
website with a
link to theirs

• Their logo on 
our 
literature

• Their logo on 
our 
newsletters

• Priority on
future
advertising 
opportunities
etc

If any member
knows of a possible sponsor or
would like a copy of the
brochure they can get in touch
with the Co-operative by ringing
Mike Turner on 07854 175522
or email at michaeldjturner@
hotmail.com

Mark Axon

Christmas raffle
We shall be running our usual big Christmas
Raffle again this year. 

Last year’s first prize was £200, plus many
more seasonal prizes.

Look out for tickets a couple of months
before Christmas

OVER £500 NOW RAISED FOR
CO-OPERATIVE FUNDS

e: theprintingshed@shedpdp.compdp.com@shedshede: theprinting
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Membership
Full membership  £10
Concessions
(over 60 & Students)£5
Under 16                      £2
Family (2 adults
+ children)                £20
Corporate                  £50
Life Membership
(60 or above)          £25

Fees may be paid in
cash, cheques made
payable to Nuneaton
Town Supporters’ 
Co-operative (NTSC).

For those who would
like to make regular
payments or donations
we are also providing
the opportunity to pay
by using a standing
order mandate

You can download as application form and find out
more about the Co-operative and its latest projects

by visiting their website at:
http://nuneatontownsupporterscoop.wordpress.com

https://www.facebook.com/nuneatontownsupporterscoop

Youth football back with a bang
Nuneaton Town Youth far exceeded everyone’s
expectations last season, becoming Eastern Division
Champions in the Midland Floodlit League, reaching the
Semi-Final of the Birmingham County Cup and the
Quarter Final stages of the League Cup.

The whole team was made up of year one players and
therefore they will all be available to compete for places
again for this coming season.

We have been promoted to the Northern Premier
Division which contains some excellent teams, and will
come up against Hinckley United, now known as Leicester
Road, in a local derby, who won this division last season

and travel as far as Ellesmere Port. It will no doubt be
another tough test, but one we are all looking forward too.

We started our trials at the start of June, to try and
bring added strength and depth to our current squad. We
received lots of interest with over 40 trialists attending.

With the introduction of the U16s this season, I am sure
there will be players within the squad that we could
integrate into the youth team for this coming season. The
players will hopefully be able to develop further from
playing with older lads and gain valuable experience to
take them forward.

A huge thank you once again to all our sponsors. They
play a big part in the purchase of training kits, tracksuits,
and home and away kits, and allow us to offer the best
training facilities that are on offer.

Congratulations to Daniel Kavanagh and Josh Willis who
Brian has invited them to pre-season training with the
first team. Aiden Mailer was also invited but could not
attend as he is recovering from a back injury, and I am
sure there will be others given a chance by the end of this
coming season.

All games will be advertised on the Website well in
advance and it would be great to see people there to give
the lads some encouragement.

We look forward to hopefully another fantastic season
and with your support I am sure it will be.

By Youth Team Manager, Chris Bird

Quiz night
Roy Hill, who for many
years has run monthly
Friday night quizzes at
Griff & Coton Sports Club
in aid of local charities
and organisations, has
kindly agreed again to
allocate one, on Friday,
October 10, 8pm to raise
funds for Nuneaton Town
Supporters’ Co-operative.

It’s a great night,
batches are on sale at the
interval, a raffle is run,
and of course, a great
range of beers are on
sale behind the bar.

10 rounds, 100
questions, including
sport, music, general
knowledge etc, with the
emphasis on having a
relaxed, fun evening.

Raise a team, upto 6
members per team, £1
entry for each member
and every penny raised
to be going to Co-
operative funds.

This year’s Supporters’ Co-operative’s AGM was
held at the football club on Wednesday, 2nd July.

The chairman, John Hobson, said the Co-
operative had continued to grow over the last
12 months. He mentioned the sponsorship and
help given to the Youth Team, who had a very
successful first season. He said the Co-operative
would continue their sponsorship, and also
help the new U16 team in their first season,
pointing out that this was possibly the future of
the club.

He said that financially the year had been
very successful, membership was steady, but
would need to be increased in the future.

The recent news of a Heritage Lottery grant of
£45,000 to provide a history of the football club
in Nuneaton over the last 125 years was also
reported

This will involve many different groups and
individuals around the town.The meeting was
presented with a document outlining
achievements of the Co-operative, over the last
12 months.

During the last 12 months the Co-operative
had hosted a regional meeting of Supporters’
Direct and were thanked for a very successful
evening.

The ACV obtained by the Co-operative on the
football ground had been made invalid by the
liquidation of the company owning the ground,
but the terms of the ACV would still apply if the
ground were to be sold in the near future.

Unfortunately during the last 12 months the
Co-operative had lost its secretary, Jim Astley,
due to work commitments. Jim done a fantastic
amount of work in setting up the Co-operative,
working on the new model rules etc, plus a
possible fans’ shareholding scheme. 

Several members of the committee have

covered his work since, but the situation was
still vacant.

The Co-operative continued it’s day-to-day
work in helping the football club by selling 50-
50 tickets etc from its table on match days in
the club, plus running the successful 200 Club
monthly prize draw. 

Ray Miller, treasurer, was unfortunately on
holiday, but Mike Turner agreed to stand in and
give a run-through of the balance sheet
provided. Mike said it contained a review of the
Co-operative aims, a review of the business,
directors’ responsibilities. Chris Peat, a
supporter of the club, was thanked for his work
in providing the audit. He then gave a summary
of the figures on the balance sheet, finally
reporting a surplus of £12,001.

After standing down due to the fact that they
had served more than the three year period
stipulated within the rules of the society, Roger
Barnes, Dave Hall and Ray Miller were re-
elected unopposed, having submitted their
applications in advance of the AGM. Peter Davis
was elected onto the committee having
previously being a co-opted member. Youth
Team and U-16 representatives Eddie Stevens
and Dave Cook were co-opted onto the
committee.

The Co-operative were thanked by youth
team officials for their help and support during
last season. 

The Chairman thanked everyone for
attending and
looked forward
to their support
during the
coming season.
Meeting closed
8.10pm. 

NTSC committee . . .

Jim Skuce Peter Burdett

Dave CookEddie StevensPete DavisMartin BallRoger BarnesDave Hall

Andy BriggsRay MillerMike TurnerJohn Hobson

Co-operative AGM 2014

Trust’s aims
• To strengthen the bonds

between the club, its
supporters and the local
community which it serves

• To raise money to be spent
in such a way as to promote
the aims and objectives of
the Nuneaton Town
Supporters’ Co-operative for
the benefit of the community
and all supporters of
Nuneaton Town

• To create a platform for
Nuneaton Town supporters
to express their concerns,
views and opinions

• To work with the club to
improve the match day
experience for all supporters

• To encourage and promote
the principle of supporter
representation on the board
of any company owning or
controlling the club and
ultimately to be the vehicle
for democratic elections to
the board

Title winning season for the Youth Team
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Supporters’
Summit at
Wembley
On 26 July, John Hobson and
Mike Turner represented

Nuneaton Town Supporters' 
Co-operative at this years Supporters Summit held at

Wembley Stadium.
The event was jointly hosted by Supporters Direct (SD) and the

Football Supporters
Federation, (FSF).

The day began with a stadium
tour which took in all the
facilities available, including
changing rooms and press
facilities, as well as a chance to
sit in the most expensive seats in
the stadium.

The opening session was a
chance for delegates to discuss
changes they would like to see to
improve the state of the game.
Following a video interview with
Greg Dyke who shared his views
on the suggested 'B' league and
other ideas to improve England's
lot. The discussion covered other
topics, such as suggestions to divert
funds to 'grass roots', reduce the prohibitive cost for coaches wishing to obtain
coaching badges and even a suggestion for the FA to take over pitches from the
local authorities and upgrade from central funds- this received a very mixed
reception.

A variety of workshops were held during the course of the day, including
'Away Fans Matter'. This concentrated on FSF campaigns such as 'twenty's
plenty', a bid to get clubs to lower ticket prices and let away fans in for £20, in
this respect reports from delegates indicated that they had seen some positive
movement over the past season. Also discussed was the 'safe standing'
campaign and  looking at ways to improve facilities and change attitudes
towards travelling supporters.

The afternoon  workshop attended discussed Supporters Trusts, the main
panel consisted of Board members from  Spurs, Charlton Athletic, Cambridge
United and the Brakes Trust, represented by Vice Chairman, Peter Davis. 

The Co-operative polo shirts proved to be great icebreakers as contacts were
made with numerous other Trusts, including Cambridge United, Northampton
Town, Port Vale, Leamington and Wrexham. We were also able to enlighten the
many folks who merely asked 'where is Nuneaton ' ?

Co-op queries
On match days, the Co‐operative
have a table on the stage in the bar.

If you would like to speak to us
about membership of the Co‐
operative, the 200 Club, The
Heritage Project or anything else
Co‐op related, please come and
have a chat.'

No luck this time!
The Supporters’ Co-operative
again took part in the “Golden
Ticket” stadium naming draw,
but couldn’t repeat last year’s
second prize success.
With the winning ticket going
to JP Financial Services,
supporting the Junior Diabetes
Research Foundation.
They announced that the name
would be The James Parnell
Stadium. 

John and Mike in front of the famous 
interview board at the stadium

The next generation
The New U16 Team will begin life in September

playing in the Midland Junior Premier League with
their aim being to develop local players with a view
to them progressing to be part of the club’s
successful youth team and then the ultimate first
team goal.

Since the start of June more than 48 lads have taken
part in trial sessions as newly-appointed Under-16s
manager Dave Cook and his coaching team look to
build a squad of up to 22 for the forthcoming season.
Cook was joined at the first few trial sessions by first
team players Gareth Dean and Adam Walker as they
demonstrated first team drills and showed the lads
just the levels of fitness required to make it in
today's game,

Boro skipper Dean said: “The lads have been a
pleasure to be with and I am proud to have had the
opportunity to work with such a committed group of
staff and players.

“Hopefully the boys can be given the same
opportunities I was given as a youngster and take
them with both hands. With the talent and
application shown I see no reason why not.”

Cook commented “It has been great having Gaz and
Adam come down to meet and train with the lads.
They are terrific role models and having both come
through similar development pathways the lads can
really relate to them.

The U16s have showed some good early signs
having defeated Leek Town 7-1 in their first friendly
together and more recently made it to the semi-
finals of a summer tournament.

In recent weeks four of the U16 team have
supported the youth team in friendly matches
showing progression and development is really
possible and this is only after a few weeks of being
together

The squad is almost now completed and hopefully
they can be introduced to the fans in one of our up
and coming home matches.

Nuneaton Town Supporters Co-operative have been
quick to back the new team and pledged to supply
the U16 team with the new anniversary home and
away kit to get them up and running.

John Hobson of the Co-op commented every
clubs supporters want to
see local talent come
through its development
system and we are no
different and if our
donation helps some of
these lads become first
team players of the future
then it will be money very
well spent.

The team will play its
home games from the
Stockingford Pavilion on
Saturday mornings,
commencing in September.
Any support for the lads
would be greatly
appreciated.

By U-16 Manager, David Cook

200 Club’s
success
It ‘s now two years since the Co-
operative took over responsibility
of running the 200 Club month cash
prize draw.
Total income over that period

totals £29,290, prize money paid
out £15,125, with equal shares of
£7,312.50  to both the football club
and the Supporters’ Co-operative.
There have been over 80 different

winners, several lucky people have
won twice.
It costs just £10 per

month to
take part in
the draw and
anyone
interested can contact Dave Hall, or
any Co-operative board member.
Forms for the 200 Club can be

downloaded from the Nuneaton
Town Supporters’ Co-Operative
website -
http://nuneatontownsupp
orterscoop.com
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The following is a summary of initiatives and events in the previous 12 months
• Dismantled old toilet block to facilitate the creation of a new storage/kit room
• Offer of representative on board declined on advice of Supporters’ Direct
• Commenced monthly meetings with club to improve communication
• Entered into discussions with the Rugby Club with a view to improving access to the stadium.

Shared the cost of temporary solution with the Rugby Club and agreed to explore the situation
regarding grants to do a complete resurfacing. Also discussed lighting situation and secured
agreement to improve the situation

• Agreed to explore the Localism Act. Application to register stadium submitted March 2012 and
granted May 2013

• Agreed to finance a turnstile to bring the ground up to the required standard for Conference
Premier clubs

• Offered to obtain defibrillator for club
• Sent four delegates to the Supporters Summit at St Georges Park
• Hosted Supporters’ Direct regional conference at Liberty Way
• Met with Marcus Jones to discuss Localism Act and the situation regarding new Football

Governance legislation
• Supported the Stadium Naming Rights draw and won a season’s corporate hospitality package

which was distributed among members via a draw
• Heritage Project idea floated. Met with Judy Crabb in August and submitted an application for

funding in December

• Met with Sky Blue Trust to show our support for their cause
• Produced an audit document to support our commitment to our Aims and Objectives
• Submitted regular Co‐operative page for match day programme
• Ongoing discussion regarding the improvement of disabled facilities
• Jim Astley was forced to resign as secretary because of a change in his work circumstances. Pete

Davis co‐opted on committee
• Organised Remembrance Day service and laid wreath in Memorial Garden
• Proposed trip to Hyde game and visit to Football Museum. Abandoned after failing to gain enough

support
• Advised club of 125th Anniversary and suggestions to mark the occasion
• Fundraising events: FA Cup Bonanza, Last Man Standing, 200 Club, Christmas Raffle, Quiz at Griff

and Coton, Easyfundraising
• Agreed to co‐ordinate Player of the Year awards ceremony
• Sponsored Mark Noon and Gavin Cowan
• Began our support for the Youth Team with sponsorship and active match day support
• Provided Mary Ann Evans Hospice with corporate package to raise funds
• Letter to CEO acknowledging his desire to put the club on a more formal footing with the addition

of new board members. We have agreed to review our situation subject to such changes taking
place.

• Co‐ordinated visit by Independent Support Solutions

Review of activity for year ending December 31st 2013

End of season presentation evening  . . . 

Roger Barnes presented the cheque
to the hospice

The successful Youth Team with their awards Theo’s away-player of the year award First team share Theo’s success Brenda’s service rewarded with a clock

Janet from Mary Ann Evans
Hospice with the Wayne Rooney
shirt auctioned for £800

Pictures:
Simon Kimber Photography

A very successful end-of-season presentation evening was held
at Liberty Way in May.

Organised by Roger Barnes and Pete Davis of the Co-operative
with help from Jodie and Martin of the football club, nearly 200
tickets were sold for the event, with members of the first team
squad and youth team players in attendance.

Theo Streete went home with an arm full of awards, including
Player of the Year, Away Player of the Year and Players’ Player
of the Year.

The newly-reformed Youth Team squad had a very successful
first season in the Midland’s Floodlit League, walking away
with the title.

Brenda Hudson was presented with a carriage clock from the

Co-operative and the football club, for her long service to the
Boro.

A Wayne Rooney signed shirt was auctioned off by Roger
Barnes in aid of the Mary Evans Hospice, going for an
incredible £800. The evening raised  over £1,000 for the
hospice.

The trophies were purchased from and restored by Nuneaton
Trophies, funded by the Co-op at a cost of over £400. The
spectacular Manager’s Player Trophy, dating from the early 20
century,  is now considered to be a valuable and prestigious
antique.

Everyone who attended agreed it was an evening to be
repeated next year.


